Paris: between light
and shadows

1855-1945




1798: the first Industrial
exhibition (Paris)

Competition with British
industry

The location: the Champs-de-
Mars

The message: freedom more
favorable to industry than
despotism




The London Great
Exhibition (1851)

i

The first World Fair

Great Britain: the world’s
leading economic power

The Crystal Palace: the
symbol of Britain’s
industrial power
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Showing off Britain’s self confidence & London’s primacy
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The Great exhibition:
unprecedently
international

15 000 exhibitors
43 000 visitors per
day — the largest
indoor crowds ever
assembled
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Louis-Napoleon
Bonaparte

The inauguration of the
French section (the
second largest after Great
Britain)

1853: decision to organizq
the second World Fair in
Paris




The Exposition
Universelleof 18535

The goals:
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1. To outdo the London R R
Great Exhibition O A G ‘ e
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2. To further establish the
Second Empire’s
legitimacy & stability
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The Second Empire: a fragile political regime
No successor to Napoleon Il until 1856
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Q, .
°o,<' Russian acquisitions
after 1815 -

No end in sight to
the Crimean War
(1853-1856)
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Victoria’s official visit to France: the first British sovereign since the Hundred Years War — A complete success
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The gigantic Palais de I'Industrie
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France Crowing Artand
Industry: sculpture group
at the top of the entrance of
the Palais de lIndustrie
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The international exposition of 1867
Paris, the capital of the world
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The Franco-Prussian War (1870-1871)




‘ The Exposition universelle of 1878: 36 countries invited (but not the German Empire) ‘
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Maréchal de Mac-Mahon
Elected President in 1873




16 million visitors — Financial deficit (war indemnity to Germany
still not fully paid)
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The Exposition universelle of 1889: to
commemorate the 100t anniversary
of the French Revolution
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The Eiffel Tower: the
highlight of the exhibition

312m high: the world’s highest
structure until 1930

2 million visitors (including
Thomas Edison)
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Loss of interest among the
publlc after 1889
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Renewed interest for the
Eiffel Tower in 1900

The symbol of new technologies
(radioactivity, aviation and

telecommunications)

1910: the concession renewed
for another 70 years

Paris most famous monument
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The 1900 Exposition universelle: the most successful and profitable
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58 participating
countries
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B e ) B2 | 83 000 exhibitors (38
= s (e e 000 French)

51 million visitors

The Grand & Petit
Palais
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The National Museum on the History of Immigration (formerly Museum of Colonialism)
1930-1931




The colonial exposition of 1931: to convince an indifferent French public of the benefits of
colonization

'EXPOSI.TION

INTERNATIONALE

PARIS

MAI-NOVEMERE

' 1931
BILLETS A PRIX REDUITS . TRAINS DIRECTS
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Exposition Colomiale internationale de Paris 1931
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Sound & light shows (the natives absent)
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France’s superiority: literacy tests in public &&=
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November 1930: the inauguration of
the Museum of Colonialism
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The facade: an intricate relief (sculpture) — Representations of
exotic animals & “natives” happily fishing and harvesting
An idealistic vision France’s colonial empire
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The central fresco: France’s
international prestige over 5
continents

The woman at the centre (France)
holds Europe (right) & a dove,
symbol of peace (left)

The oak behind the woman
represents France’s strength

The white sails: overseas
colonization

Allegories of 4 continents
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“Justice, freedom & peace”




« The benefits of
colonization »

France introduced medicine to
the colonies (vaccination)

The overall image of France’s
civilizing mission on display

France is universal as well as a
moral, technological & scientific
power
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The empire is indispensable
to emphasize France’s
prestige on the global stage

France’s civilizing mission

The colonial exposition: a
huge popular success
(33 million visitors)
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May-June 1940: the

collapse of France
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l nde Le maréchal PET‘IN

LWA'-CN( ne Quitiera pas

le sol de Ila Patrie
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LARMISTICE EST SIGNE

DEPUIS SAMEDIL 18 h. 50.

entre la France et lAllemagne

LES MOSTILITES CESSERONT SIX HEURES APRES QUE LE GOUVERNEMENT ITALEN AURA FAIT CONNAIIEE AU
GOUVIRNEMENT ll’ﬂll\ ) QU JN ARNUSTICE EST INTERVENY EGALEMENT lHGf LA FRANCE ET LUTALIE
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Military
«' L admmu;tx "a lei—!
of Belgium and 7-,\
‘h‘o:!'thetn France ,

J \ Luxembourg
K nnexed to the
JReich In 1942

Dun ke.-rq ue
.

Coastal military zone
("Atlantic Wall") 'j['emtorles annexe

entry prohibited < ta the Reich
Closed ZOnQ : bt.rnsbou rg
* e
Brest O ccu P ie d :Z O n e Zone of

German military occupation t;§ett-lemelru
From November 1942: % Return of "

*
Montoire refugegs |
Northern Zone & prohibited

bemili tarised
(de facto seat zone (50 km)
of govermnment) Lyon

.
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(.:renczble Italian
. F ree Zone * ocpaon
Bordealf’* From November 1942:

Southern Zone  Italian
% occupation =
(Nov 42 -Sept 43) o® Menton

Nice (Italian-
occupied)

France in 1940: the spectacle of a defeated
European power divided into opposing camps
(Vichy vs. Free French)
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The occupation of Paris: 22 June 1940 — 25 August 1944

Terror & darkness




Hitler in Paris
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15 December 1940: the transfer of Napoleon II’'s remains to Paris: a gloomy ceremony

“They took our coal and they give us back the ashes” ‘
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The seat of German military command in France
i Large presence of German troops (20 000) & services




13 June 1940: Paris declared an
“open city”
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The occupation of
Paris prepared with
great care

Criteria to
commandeer
buildings:

1. Comfort
2. A double entry for
safety
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“Paris! Paris outraged! Paris broken! Paris
martyred! But Paris liberated! Liberated
by itself, liberated by its people with the

help of the French armies, with the
e support and the help of all France, of the
.l France that fights, of the only France, of

Ill

the real France, of the eternal France!
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