Marie-Antoinette: the tragic queen
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When words kill...

"AT LENGTH | RECOLLECTED THE
THOUGHTLESS SAYING OF A GREAT
PRINCESS, WHO, ON BEING INFORMED
THAT THE COUNTRY PEOPLE HAD NO
BREAD, REPLIED, "THEN LET THEM EAT
CAKE!"

IEAN-JACQUES ROUSSESAU

I'he Confessions of Jean-Jacques Rousseau

The Confessions were completed in 1769... when Marie-Antoinette

(age 14) was still in Austria !
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By 1788 the national budget
broke down like this
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| 0 Interest on the debt

H Military
B Operating costs of nation

B King and his Court
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Course outline

Marie-Antoinette: public & private lives

Marie-Antoinette: a diplomatic pawn on the European
chessboard

The Petit Trianon: Marie-Antoinette’s enchanted
kingdom

Marie-Antoinette: a fashion icon and a patron of the
Arts

Marie-Antoinette, friendship and politics until 1787
The affair of the diamond necklace: the Queen vilified
Marie-Antoinette and the French Revolution

Marie-Antoinette’s trial: the great infamy
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“A prince can get everything he wants except the
pleasures of a private life: only the charms of friendship
and the fidelity of his friends can console him for such a

great loss”

L E-S

CARACTERES
DE THEOPHRASTE

TRADUGITS-DU GREC;

L

WEtiray Bl o damnigs

.
s Lavice ¢
e Cote . noache ! ' .

PNl i 4 C (o8

-——— e

AVEZC ?RIFILIGE DU ROY.



https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjI9s6iiq7dAhUyTt8KHXC_BUcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.camillesourget.com/en-11083-la-bruyere-les-caracteres-de-theophraste-traduits--extremely-rare-and-interesting-censored-.html&psig=AOvVaw0zzLb1fOdilyDV5Vcqbrdy&ust=1536587930387026

A royal child = a life in public since birth ,"f

Marie-Antoinette (age 9) to marry the heir to the French throne

il
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|« You must not do anything unusual. On

the contrary you must absolutely lend
yourself to what the court is accustomed
to doing”

“Whenever it has to do with serious
matters and that she sees in them
nothing but mere inconvenience, she
does not want to think and act

accordingly”
“All eyes will be fixed on you”
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Marie-Antoinette’s mission: to produce a male heir & seal the Franco-Austrian alliance

Marriage unconsummated for 7 years .
Humiliation (gossips)

Louis XVI mocked for his so-called sexual impotence

Axel Fersen
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An impotent king = Sexual
debauchery
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Marie-Antoinette’s key word: to choose
The right to select her friends

Countess of Polignac

W

Princess of Lamballe

e



https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjo2N2Lq6_dAhVNj1kKHQDbBagQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surintendante_de_la_Maison_de_la_Reine&psig=AOvVaw0gxFBHfLa0CbqBcGRFlmnM&ust=1536631103780383
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj_5Yygq6_dAhWGrVkKHQV0CcMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.artribune.com/report/2015/12/mostra-elisabeth-louise-vigee-le-brun-pittura-grand-palais-parigi/&psig=AOvVaw1mK_zXvlxtjQ4AgB4XhJIF&ust=1536631146935938

YT

Nocturnal walks in the gardens of Versailles
Attending the Paris masked Opera balls

The freedom to choose her own entertainments
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The importance of fashion
The invention of a style: a form of freedom
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Marie-Antoinette’s private apartments at Versailles: secret passages & inner rooms
hidden from the public

A cIandestlne geography to protect the Queen S |nt|macy
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The Petit Trianon: “By Order of the Queen!”
Marie-Antoinette’s property
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Harmony & elegance
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The Queen’s hamlet
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The Queen’s enchanted kingdom
The King as a guest — NO etiquette

“The monarchy has spent here
enormous amounts of money to
hide from itself”
(Gouverneur Morris)
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The Queen’s desire for privacy suspect in the imagination of all those excluded
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“I know well enough how tedious and futile is a representative position; but, believe me,
you will have to put up with both tediousness and futility, for otherwise you will suffer
from much more serious inconveniences”

(Maria-Theresa)
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Education principles enunciated by
Rousseau: to safeguard simplicity &
spontaneity in children

Marie-Antoinette and her children
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Maria-Theresa & Joseph II: Marie-Antoinette to influence France’s foreign policy and favor

Austria’s interests
Marie-Antoinette: an hostage and a guarantee
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Repeated interventions to secure pensions & positions at Court for her friends

{

Yolande de Polignac appointed governess ~

of the royal children (1782)
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= Marie-Antoinette’s trial (14-15 October 1793)
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16 October 1793: a very public death
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“With her hands tied behind her back she sits as
challengingly upright on the wooden seat of the
tumbril as if she were seated upon a throne”
(Stefan Zweig)
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