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Marie-Antoinette’s passion for jewels
1774-1778: a spiral of spending

A pair of diamond earrings:
450 000 livres
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”It is both impolitic and immoral for palaces to be/ong to
a Queen of France” (Councillor in Parlement)

Marie-Antoinette received coolly in Paris (March 1785) ' e
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The American War of Independence
“France is more in need of a vessel than a necklace”
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« We have real satisfaction in thinking that the most beautiful set of diamonds in existence will belong to the
greatest and best of Queens » (Bbhmer, 12 July 1785)
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Louis, prince de Rohan-Guémené
Elegant, polite, extremely ambitious & naive
Grand Almoner of France, Bishop of Strasbourg, Academician

o
Rohan: an acute case of self-delusion
& / Prime ministerial ambitions (but highly
o & unqualified for high office)

The Rohan-Soubise: one of the most powerful aristocratic
families (Rohan-Soubise) — Political ambition
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The partition of Poland (1772)

Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth
1773-1789

Rohan: his dispatch ridiculing Maria-Theresa leaked o v
« | have indeed seen Marie-Theresa cry over the misfortunes of the oppressed, but
this princess , experienced in the art of revealing nothing, appeared to me to have
tears at her command. In one hand she held a handkerchief to dry her eyes, in the
other she seized the sword of negotiation in order to be the third partitioning
power. »

The Crown and

Grand Duchy of Lithuania
Major dities

Other dties and towns

Prussia

Sweden
. B} Saxony

~ Ottoman Empire
Moldavia
Russian Empire

Denmark
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Habsburg Empire
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Princesse de Guéménée (Governess of the Children of France until 1782)
Marie-Antoinette sidestepped a request for reconciliation 5
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1777: Rohan as grand almoner of France (most important member of the Church at court)
Bishop of Strasbourg & Cardinal =
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1779: Rohan appointed Prince-Bishop of Strasbourg
Lavish receptions — Rohan described as a spendthrift

Freemason, “healer” & alchemist
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French elites: a passion for science
Appeal for the reasonable and the fantastic



https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiW4_jwkM7eAhXM3YMKHanzBzoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sciencephoto.com%2Fmedia%2F363239%2Fview%2Fearly-hot-air-balloon-flight-1783&psig=AOvVaw3eSwUK1vAJFK73LiP7W9q5&ust=1542087250243198

LE MAGNETISME ANIMAL

lmportante Deconverte par M Mesmer, Doctenr en Medecme de 1la Faculte de Vienne en Autriclie
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Jeanne de La Motte-Valois
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The Parlement de Paris: the highest court of justice
Royal edicts had to be registered — Objection = remonstrance
Lit de justice: the king able to enforce his legislation

A public trial: a dangerous move for the Queen’s reputation
Marie-Antoinette detested by the officers of Parlement
The first conclusions: the Cardinal victim of a swindle

Jeanne de La Motte: the mastermlnd !
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" The Parliament styled itself the representative of the French
people and guardian of liberty against despotism

A breeding ground for political opp05|t|on
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GENEALOGY OF THE HOUSES OF VALOIS AND BOURBON.

CHARLES V. Jeanne’s obsession: to be officially recognized as a
' descendant of the Valois

l
CHARLES VL. Louis, Duke of Orleans.

CHARL'ES e Charles, Duke of Orl John, Count of A
es, Duke eans, n nt of Angoul&
Lom’s XI. 0b. 1467. '

l
Anne= CHARL{?.S VIIL, Junnc-LOUlS XIL., | 2. Anne of Brittany, Charles, Count of

Peter, Duke of 14831 1498-151 Mary, d. of Angouléme.
Bou;bon. =1, Anne of gtsmany s (% Henr'y Vil
Susanna
pareripr | | I
Mfm‘mm 1. ClaudemFRANCIS 1, =2. Eleanora Marg
Constable. 1515°1547. sister of Henty d' Albret,
0b. 1527, ' Emp. Charlesv.  Kingof ! l\lavam
| | _—
Catherine de Medici=HENRY 11, nf'\m- Jeanne d'Albret, = Amony. Charles, Log®
0d. 1589. 15471559 Philibert, Queen of Navarre. | Dukeof  Cardinal of Prince o
Duke of Savoy. Venddme, Bourbon,
0b, 1562.  0b. 1590,
The descendant of one of Prince o
Henry II’s bastards
| I I
FRANCIS II.,, CHARLES IX., 15601574  HENRY III,, Elizabeth= Hercules Francis, Margaret =HENRY IV.,

= Elizabeth, 15741 Philip 1. of Spain. Duke of Alengon 158¢-1610.
-l"uy gbom d. of Emp. Maximilian 11, -mgd a?nainc 4 pai and Anjou,s »

0d. 1584,
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‘ : TG m Marc Antome de La Motte fake « comte » and
Jeanne: Rohan’s mistress mediocre officer of the Royal Gendarmerie
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Jeanne brings her claim to Versailles: little success

i .h& A

Rétaux de Villette (the lover)
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Step 4: the necklace

A 1, Bohmer contacts the “comtesse”: can she talk to “her friend” the Queen about their necklace?

AN 4 L) ] ‘ \ A
s \ 3 ~
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-------

d 29 January 1785: contract signed « Marie-Antoinette de France »
@ The Queen to buy the necklace through the intermediary of the Cardinal
! 4 installments of 400 000 livres each — First payment due on August 1
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% Violent pamphlets & pornographic libels against the Queen
Marie-Antoinette accused of being mixed up in the scandal
A game between her and the Cardinal?
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« It is impossible that the Cardinal should be guilty of being
involved in such a gross swindle »
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Mme de La Motte denied any wrongdoing

and accused Cagliostro

Rétaux confessed: he was the
author of the forgeries

The sentence recommended against Rohan: to apologize to the King & Queen
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The Queen’s reputation tarnished irreparably
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