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« It seems to be my fate to bring misfortune » (1788)
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- Versallles the most brllllant court in Europe

« She unfortunate/y makes fun of
everybody without putting the least
restramt on herse/f »

« When one has passed thirty, /cannot
understand how one dares appears at court »
(Marle Antomette)

The « stra/t Jaced » or « oId » courtiers

e (« the centenarlans ») not welcomed
S R
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« Little Queen, have a care;
If you behave with such an air
You’ll be sent back over there »
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1784 diplomatic tensions between Austrla & The Netherlands (Unlted Provmces)

Comté de Flandre

Gand O

Attempt by Joseph Il to force the river Scheldt
Threat of war: Joseph caIIs on Lows XVl to mtervene

..........

Pays-Bas autrichiens (1789) k<5 ® « What will be my position if one cannot
' : - play down this fatal germ of division? »
Légende : | 25 |
o ville T Y §  Marie-Antoinette: little “return on
frontiére internationale 7 investment” (Austrian diplomacy
05 o ; : isappointed
-------------- frontiere provinciale Alsjplpelmiee
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Comtesse de Noailles

« Madame Etiquette »
AL u_'a' "L"ﬂiﬂ
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Diane de Polignac

September 1775: Jules de Polignac appointed First Equerry
Growing criticisms at court
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Fontainebleau (1775): Marie-Antoinette and Mme de Polignac inseparable
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The play initially banned by Louis XVI

Figaro’s tirade:
“No, my lord Count, you shan't have her... you shall not have her! Just because you are a
great nobleman, you think you are a great genius—Nobility, fortune, rank, position! How
proud they make a man feel! What have you done to deserve such advantages? Put yourself
:; to the trouble of being born—nothing more”
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The 17t century “canard”: printed broadsides often enhanced by engraving designed to appeal
to the credulous
L L e OO SR O | W SR PO RN T | \Gfi=sl=c=_ Y Ry
— Underground newspapers
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: . protesting a new tax and
Libels aimed at smearing Marie-Antoinette’s reputation = pathological hatred of .,.‘ the immorality of King
the queen —~ Louis XV
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’ 18t century verse
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Princesse de Guéménée (Governess of the Children of France until 1782)
A member of one of the most powerful aristocratic families (Rohan-Soubise) — Political ambition
A great deal of leisure time (lavish lifestyle)

e

| Always surrounded by dogs with WhICh
she claims « to be in communication,

thanks to medlat/ng sp/rlts »

The Queen hesitant to get involved in complex issues
2. Little interest for politics
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5 October 1789: Mme de Lamballe absent from court
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21 June 1791: Mme de Lamballe flees to Germany but returns to Paris
to Dt Duty & friendship for the Quee
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