Marie-Antoinette and the French Revolution (1787-1791)
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A debt crisis spiralling out of control — The King’s finances in a
desperate state

1. Ataxsystem way too complex & unequal
2.  Widespread corruption
3. Wars (the main cause)
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Spending in %

Budget 1683

War: a quasi-permanent phenomenon in 17t
century Europe
Taxes become permanent
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By 1788 the national budget
broke down like this

\ ||Z Interest on the debt
i |m Military
/||l Operating costs of nation

B King and his Court

Budget deficit/debt: the state on the verge of

bankruptcy
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A queen changed beyond recognition
Constant state of anguish — No support from royal family & friends
“Do you know a woman more to be pitied than me?”
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. 17 June 1789: the Third Estate proclaims itself National Assembly
The King’s powers severely curtailed

20 June 1789: the Tennis Court Oath
Oath “not to separate, and to reassemble wherever circumstances require,
until the constitution of the kingdom is established.”
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Marie- Antomette s reaction: “a pack of madmen No treatlng W|th the rebels
: The use of authority required
11 JuIy Necker is dlsmlssed
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4 August 1789: the end of the feudal system & fiscal privileges
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5 October 1789: women’s march on Versailles
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A 7 hour journey to Paris — The royal family humiliated
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