India: between Indo-
Pacific & “New Silk Roads”

What does India want
and need?




The “middle players”

China and the U.S. are NOT the only
two nations that count in the Indo-
Pacific region

A group of significant countries
seeking to affect the balance of
power in the region
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mbracing the concept of “Indo-Pacific

)

Rejection of the “New Silk Roads” (Belt

& Road Initiative)

Alighment with the U.S. and its allies in
Asia to contain China’s ambitions?

YES & NO!
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“Indo-Pacific”: an increasingly oo

popular concept in India
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Indian PM Mammohan Singh (2018)

“Indo-Pacific”
terminology first used in
2012

India has since positioned itself in Asia
within the context of “Indo-Pacific”

Partnerships with the U.S., Japan,
Australia, France...




2015: U.S.-India Joint Strategic VisSion for Asia-Pacific and Indian Ocean Region

A closer partnership aimed at “pr@moting peace, prosperity and stability”
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2017: Joint Statement
with Australia
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India and Australia as “partners in the Indo-Pacific”



India: the Asian country most opposed to China’s BRI




No Indian participation to 2017 & 2019 Belt and Road Forums hosted by China




China’s Proposed New Silk Roads

Moscow

NETHERLANDS

The “Belt”: Land routes (6 corridors)
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China-Pakistan Economic Corridor Map

‘-—‘"

I _.@Khunjerab
TURKMENISTAN NO!'fI?—V/VéSt o : CHINA
Frontier~ = o, A

; Raikot e A

= Northern™, 777

oakot I Areas

Kabul v,y { (7T T
i iq’/ _  @Peshawar  Jammurand
A perceived threat to India’s F— Abb G Az Kashmi, 1

i Bt Kashmir o

sovereignty & territorial integrity Federaifll
Administereld s
Tribal Area% A V/B

vl v - . \
e Y 3oy
¥ pe 4

North passage
Central route
Eastern route
Western route

China: financing the port of Gwadar
(proximity to the Persian Guilf)

Highway
Major road
Local road

|

Internationally
recognised
country border

-—- Disputed border
Disputed area

India’s concern: could
Gwadar become a military e |
base”? = ¥ i'vé '. L chi ® yderabad

Gwadar Quasirr €%
port port

L |
0 340
Source:

© 2015 IHS: 164C




Port of Gwadar R N )



‘!ndia-China

.
)

;.2

i~

Ac

y < -
o

N
e

o
¥

‘ -
e
e
~
U
-~

s

!

R4

mplex relationshi




Limperial Gazoeueer Atas of India. Flate
—
90 100

T T
POLITICAL DIVISIONS
OF THE

British India

What borders for Kashmir?
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1865: the Ardagh-Johnson
Line

No reaction from the
Empire of China
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THE Mc MAHON LINE . M N

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY
BOUNDARY OF CHINA AS SHOWN Mc Mahon Line

ON THE CHINESE AND SOVIET MAPS (1914)
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=== Stato (India)" of province (Pakistan) boundary**
=== Rogion boundary

‘princaly state of Jammu s Kashinir

First Indo-Pakistani War over
Kashmir (1947-1948)

Each side controlled a part of
Kashmir while claiming the whole
of Kashmir




1 October 1949: the triumph of
the Communists The birth of the People’s Republic of China
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THE Mc MAHON LINE . M N

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY
BOUNDARY OF CHINA AS SHOWN Mc Mahon Line

ON THE CHINESE AND SOVIET MAPS
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— == St (Inda)" o province (Pakistan) boundary™*
= === Rogion boundary

‘princaly state of Jammu s Kashinir

=] Knshmie

177 Paxissaniacmynistored area of Kashmir

Chinese claim over Aksai Chin (also
claimed by India)

Territorial disputes between India
and China

1959 compromise (South Tibet to
India — Aksai Chin to China) rejected
by India




1959: Dalai Lama’s
escape from Tibet
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The independent Tibetan government in
exile established in north India
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Territory ceded by Pakistan to China (1963)

Kashmir
{administered
~ by Pakistan)

Sourcer defence govau and financial times






China’s control over
Tibetan water sources

China-India clash over Chinese
claims to Tibetan water

Construction of dams in Tibet
impacting agriculture in India
and Bangladesh

Tensions

MAJOR RIVERS
SOURCED IN TIBET

www.MokdowninTibet.com € Michooel Buckley

INDIAN OCEAN

ANDAMAN SEA

CHINA SEA
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China-Pakistan Economic Corridor Map
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Sino-Indian growing rivalry in
the Indian Ocean: a
determining factor in Sino-
Indian relationship

Indian Ocean: a strategic
priority for China
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The 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)
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KEYNOTE ADDRESS

SHRI NARENDRA MODI
PrIME MINISTER OF INDIA

India is advancing a
comprehensive
agenda of regional
co-operation... to
ensure that the
global transit routes
remain peaceful and
free for all”



RUSSIA

=~
)

KAZAKH STAN

1. Freedom of navigation
2. Peaceful resolution of conflicts
(1982 UNCLOS)
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China’s pressure in the
South China Sea

Southeast Asia: China’s
traditional zone of influence

Intensified pressure in
contested waters and against
U.S. forces and other countries
passing through international
waters in the South China Sea
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KEYNOTE ADDRESS

SHRI NARENDRA MODI
PrIME MINISTER OF INDIA

The use of the word
“inclusive” 4 times in
reference to India’s
policy in the Indo-
Pacific Region

“We promote
collective security”



KEYNOTE ADDRESS

SHRI NARENDRA MODI
PrIME MINISTER OF INDIA

Absence of open
criticism towards
China

“India does not see
the Indo-Pacific
Region as a strategy
or as a club of limited
members. Nor as a
grouping that seeks
to dominate”



A message to the U.S.

No coalition of maritime
democracies against China

India to preserve its diplomatic
options on the global stage

No exclusive relations with any
nations (formal alliances)

Non-Alignment tradition




1955: the Bandung
Conference (Indonesia)

Delegates of 29 African & Asian
countries (including India)

“Non-aligned” states: refusing the
logic of the Cold War (U.S. vs. Soviet
Union)







Joint naval activities
(U.S., India, Japan & Australia)

Reluctance to give them too
much visibility... until 2020




Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (« QUAD »)

A vague concept

Bloc of Indo-Pacific democracies that was created to counter China's regional
influence (freedom of navigation, Indo-Pacific as a “free and open” space




Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (« QUAD »)

India: QUAD must not be perceived as a maritime coalition of democracies
against China
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continental threats (Pakistan &
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Borders issue not resolved (China-
'ND India borders standoffs)
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Indian Navy: what strategic
priorities?

Indian Ocean

South China Sea & Pacific Ocean:
secondary zones of interest

China’s growing influence (Silk
Roads — Port infrastructure)
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China’s Malacca Dilemma (term
el coined in 2003):

The Strait of Malacca: a natural
‘\,\ strategic chokepoint

—= Could be easily blocked and hinder
China’s economic development

Indian Ocean



Chinese cartographer Hao
Xiaoguang

Asia-focused world map
authorized by the Chinese
government (2013)

How China sees the world

A map centered on the Indian
Ocean




China’s Proposed New Silk Roads

Moscow The “Road”: Maritime routes via the Malacca
Strait, the Indian Ocean & the Red Sea
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Power balance in the Indian Ocean

Kuwait B= Pakistan China
Bahrain B= B
: angladesh
Qatar 2= Bl Gwadar | India /
Chittagong Myanmar
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Murmbai P |
umbai L2 e Visakhapatnam il sanya
Karwar [
Djibouti g&&= - s Port Blair
KOCh o Sri Lanka
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[ Singapore
&=
Seychelles __]
B= Diego Garcia
. E Indian naval bases and listening posts
M dE B Chinese naval bases, ports and refueling stations
adagascar ] Mauritius BE= |.S. military bases and support facilities

Source: International Maritime Bureau, Center for International Maritime Security



Chinese and US bases in Djibouti

Gulf of Tadjoura
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Power balance in the Indian Ocean

Kuwait B= Pakistan China
Bahrain B= Bankladesh
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U.S. & India: distinct strategic priorities

The U.S.: a power struggle in the South China Sea

(perceived as the strategic epicentre in the Indo-
Pacific)

India: power struggle in the Indian Ocean
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Power balance in the Indian Ocean
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INDIAN OCEAN PORT DEVELOPMENT
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Sino-Indian relations:
a fragile balance

India does not want to antagonize
China and worsen already fragile
relations

But not ready to join the “New Silk
Road” project: India remains the
Asian country most opposed to the
project



Military budget 2021 in SUS billion
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NO to the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP)

Fear of influx of Chinese products
Increased customs duties
Tighter control over Chinese
investments in India
260 Chinese applications banned
(Tik Tok)




Takeaways

India: a key player in the Indo-Pacific
much solicited by its American &
Japanese partners

No to restrictive alliances

No to China’s BRI but efforts to
stabilize its bilateral relations with
China

Possible future cooperation but
ongoing tensions




