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Nicolas Il: the last Romanov czar
His life reassessed




The Soviet (Marxist) negative image of
Nicolas Il (“Nicolas the Bloody”)

A spectacular reassessment of his role &
personality since the end of the Soviet Union

The conseguences of his family drama (his son
diagnosed with hemophilia): a permanent
nightmare

Nicolas Il: a Russian patriot







Alexander Il, his mistress (Catherine
Dolgorukova) and their children: the
example not to follow




The assassination of his grand-father
(Alexander Il): a personal trauma

Nicolas: hostile to any changes (including political)
Perceived as weak

Convinced to incarnate national sovereignty as
God’s representative







Nicolas and Alix of Hesse (Alexandra
Feodorovna): a love match

Alexandra deemed haughty and rigid (growing
unpopularity)

Considered “too German”

Uncomfortable in public




Dowager Empress Maria Feodorovna

A popular member of the imperial family

The head of a glittering court life

Disliked her daughter-in-law







Nicolas Il — Autocracy to remain at the core of the Russian political system
Reforms: “foolish daydreams”
Urgent modernization of Russia — Unequal prosperity



A growing working class — 26 million (Russia’s population: 126 million in 1898)




Marxist program

Lenin and the Union for the Struggle
for the Liberation of the Working
Class (1895)

Nicolas Il unresponsive to the
working classes’ demands




Nicolas’ obsession: a male heir

1895-1901: 4 daughters (Olga, Tatiana, Maria & Anastasia)

Olga as Nicolas II’s successor? Past history of Russian
empresses

Nicolas’ conservatism: dynastic law established by Paul | to be
upheld







Alexandra’s growing mysticism

Alexandra turned to clairvoyants, faith-healers
(charlatans)

Monsieur Philippe




Nicolas and Alexandra increasingly out of touch
and isolated




The Russo-Japanese War: a disastrous
conflict for Russia

Nicolas’ main priority: his wife’s health
(pregnant for the 5t time)
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30 July 1904: the birth of Alexis

8 September: Alexis diagnosed with
hemophilia

Alexandra inherited the disease from her
grand-mother (Queen Victoria)

Growing isolation







Bloody Sunday
(St-Petersburg, 1905)

Peaceful demonstration (150 000
workers and peasants)

5 000 victims

Father Georgi Gapon: call to all
Socialist parties to act through the use
of “dynamite and bombs, collective
and individual terror”
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The humiliating defeat of
Tsushima

Yellow Sea

Japanese

Combined Fleet

Korea

Strait

Sea of Japan

JAPAN
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The mutiny of
the Potemkin
battleship




the
inauguration
of the first




Sergei Witte (President of the Council
of Ministers): a reformer

To transform Russia into a constitutional
monarchy

Nicolas Il highly suspicious of that “politician”
seeking to limit his powers as autocrat




Piotr Stolypin: another reformer
His objective: to fight the revolutionaries
while reforming Russia

An ambitious agrarian reform aimed at
helping peasants acquire land

Nicolas Il jealous of Stolypin’s prestige




Rasputin introduced to the imperial couple (Ana
Vyrubova)

A « messenger of God », a healer (through hypnosis &
common sense!) — 1907: aspirin discarded

Growing presence at the Alexander Palace

A life of scandals and debauchery in St. Petersburg
(surveillance by the secret police) — “He is hated because
we love him” (Alexandra)




Rumors: the imperial family
discredited







1913: the Romanov Tercentenary — A deceiving success/False reconciliation

« Bloody Sunday”, the disaster of Tsushima, the growing
social/political unrest not forgotten



A prevailing atmosphere of melancholy
Alexandra’s first official appearance in St. Petersburg since 1905



Russia in 1913: booming economy & renewed international prestige
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Alphabetization: a success thanks to education reforms (actively supported by Nicolas I1)




28 June 1914: the assassination of
Franz Ferdinand and his wife




The news of the
assassination
reached Nicolas
Il aboard the
imperial yacht
Standard




Nicolas &
Alexandra not
unduly alarmed




The Franco-Russian alliance

ATLANTIC OCEAN

Military alliances

: : in 1914
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French President &
Prime Minister in St.
Petersburg (20 July 1914)




23 July: the Austrian ultimatum to Serbia
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Russia: the traditional protector of Serbia — Serbia’s independence to be defended

ATLANTIC OCEAN

PR

Mediterranean Sea

July 28: Austro-Hungarian
artillery began bombing Belgrade
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Military alliances
in 1914

- Triple Aliance
- Triple Entente
[:] Slavic allies of Russia
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29 July: Nicolas ordered his armies along the Austrian border to mobilize




Rasputin: Russia not ready for war
“Again | say a terrible storm cloud hangs over
Russia”

Boris Stliirmer appointed

president of the Council

of Minister on the advice
of Rasputin
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To negotiate a separate
peace with the
Germans? — —




August 1: Germany’s declaration of war to Russia

i
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Ehye New York Times.
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GERMAN Y DECLARES WAR ON RUSSIA,FIRST SHOTS ARE FIRED;
FRANCE IS MOBILIZING AND MAY BE DRAWN IN TOMORROW;
 PLANS TO RESCUE THE 100,000 AMERICANS NOW IN EUROPE

|ENGLAND HESITATES
Transports for Refugees WHAT COURSE TO TAKE

Being Considered by | s W
Grey Wants Thnw ight
vor of Russia and France.

MAY ~ CHARTER  VESSELS'

Appropriation Will Probably Be
Asked from Congress to Res-
cue Stranded Americans.
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Washingtor Can Onaly Reply That
Our Representatives Are Instract.
od to Glew All Possibile Als
WASHINOTON, Aug. L The A&~
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France Orders MObI|IZa-[

tion After Germany
Asks Her Intentions.

DELCASSE WAR MINISTER

Germany’'s Old Enemy Heads
Army Organization — Once
Nearly Caused Conflict.

CLEMENCEAU IN CABINET

President and Cabinet Issue a
Manifesto to French
Nalion.

PLAIN WORDS TO GERMANY

* You Are Mobilizing: We Know

Poincare Orders Mobilization,
Telling France It Is Not War Yet
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1. Says Prime Mink
to Cerman Envoy.

|ORDERS TO FOREIONERS

Americans May Stay an Getting
Permits—Austrians and Ger:
mans Livkle 1o Arvest,

FANIE, Aug L-An ufficlal decroe
wrders 4 geasrdl mebSisstion of the

e o ¥, == | KAISER SIGNS ORDER
of taln in et wt the weesent munent | MOBILIZING HIS ARMY
the Freneh Pariiament tas sol been
cubivoked. Under our cusstitulion we I ——
houtd e cumpuiiod (o smvobs 1010 Y Lot Your Hearts Beot for God
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Delivered to Russia at |

| 7:30 Last Evening !

EMBASSY THEN DEPARTS

| Enroliment of Reservists Begun
| Throughout the Czar's
Vast Empire,

ISTIRRING SCENES ATTEND IT
| e
[Hardly a Family but Loses a
Protecter, Yet They Take |
the Call Submissively. |

|

iFﬂlNCE HAS TILL MONDAY
| R

{Reply to Germuny Due Then, |

but Issse May Be Forced |

Earfior. |

ITALY REMAINS NEUTRAL |

Triple Allamee Obligations Net
Touched, She Says——Feared |
« Revelution

[ ruxemsura owvaoeo, |

Chronology of Yulerday ': Fateful Events

12 Mdnight — Carmmany d-uumh that Russia cense mobileation and
gives & twelvebour &

& A M~Xing Goorge of "n
Aumug talegrapha to t

ne, After an sodience with Pretsies
Caar, making a strong appeal for

17 h-n The tisse lmir of Germany's Wltimatum s Musein wxplres

S35 P Mo Espersr Willlem sigrm an onles for W mobilization of
the Gonuu Ay

T109 P M. The German Ambassador st 51 Peternsburg delivers te

the Hossisn Governmeot & declaration of war in the name of
Germany std letvas S0 Patsssburg,

First Shots Fired in the Russo-German War.

BERLIN, Asg. 1 —A V(‘amnn patrel near Prosthen was fired on
this afterncon by a Russan froster patrol. The Cermass returned
the fire. Theve ware no losass,

Prosthen i 2 villege of 1300 inhabitants, in East Prossia. It
s sitsated about two and one-half milos west of the internatiomal
toundary line, on the Konigsbers & Lyck Raillroad. The nearest |
Rossten willape o Grajave, ahout thean miles arras the internatianal |

tousdary

Kaiser Forgives Enemies, Prays for Victory,

BERLIN, Aug. 2<The Hmperar aguin spebe fram o winda
the Castle tanight to & crowd of 50000 beneath, who chenred and sang
patristic songe until be sppesred  He said:

*1 thank you for the love anc loyalty shown me. When | enter
upen & fight let all party strifs cmse. Weo are Gerssan brothars and
nothing slse. Al partios have attarked me in times of peare T for-
give thom with all my heourt. | hape and wish that the rood German
sword will emerge victorious in the right”

The speech wus thrice mterrupted by vociforous cheering. At its
voncluaion the Kalner bowed in all directionn, retiring amid u fronsied
demonatration

The Ioperin) Chancellur slso s8dresned the ssasumbly, saying |

“AD stand as one mun for wnr Empuror, whalaver wur opiniens
or sur ereeds. 1 nm sure thet all the young German men ure ready
o shed thelr Mood for the fame and greatness of Germany., We can
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Patriotic fervor (at least in the main cities)
St. Petersburg renamed Petrograd

« At that moment, the czar was really the autocrat, the military,
political and religious director of his people, the absolute
master of their bodies and soul »

Maurice Paléologue, French ambassador to Russia
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Battle of Tannenberg, 23-30 August 1914

S Tda A :
Baltic Sea

Defeat at Tannenberg

Danzig
® g

GERMAN
8th Army

|

GERMANI{S[ 2 Aug

Francois positions troops
attacks left \ M based on intercepted

P - flank

wmm Russian o

Tannenberg

20 40 Kilometers
| y 7 .
20 40 Miles

i
o

20 Aug 1914
Russian 1st Army
200,000 troops
defeat Germans

20 Aug
Ludendorff’s
150,000 troops \

retreat sout
o 3
4 \ \ Gumbinnen

Russian 1st Army
never receives
orders to assist

2nd Army

E

Ludendorff strategically

communications

3 29 Aug Russian
2nd Army
150,000 troops

outflanked
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Summer 1915: Nicolas takes
command of the armies

A double mistake:

1. Nicolas is neither strategist
nor tactician

2. Headquarters 700km away
from St. Petersburg: political
power left to Alexandra (and

Rasputin)
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29 December 1916: the assassination of
Rasputin




1 January 1917: traditional New Year reception for the Diplomatic Corps at the Winter Palace
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Growing threat of revolution in
Petrograd:
1- Deficient transportation
system paralyzed by harsh

winter = Food shortages
2- Strikes
3- Crushing military defeats to
the Germans




Nicolas Il unresponsive: decides to leave for Headquarters to escape the “poisonous air” of Petrograd

)




23 February/8 March 1917: 100 000 people demand bread
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25 February/10 March: Army patrols stand by without charging the angry populace



27 February/12 March: massive defection among soldiers - Riots have become a revolution
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Nicolas Il pressured to abdicate (the Duma & the Army




Grand Duke Mikhail renounces the throne: the end of the Romanov rule over Russia




February — August 1917: Nicolas Il and his family in house arrest at the Alexander palace




Tobolsk (Siberia)
August 1917 — April 1918

The Bolsheviks in power

The Brest-Litovsk peace with
Germany

The family moved to
Ekaterinburg




The Ipatiev House: the “house of special purpose”
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| Post Soviet interest for the
) lost Russian imperial family




17 July 1998: the funeral of
Nicolas Il and his family

The canonization of Nicolas Il

Soviet interpretation: Nicolas
deserved his fate

Ongoing rumors surrounding the
massacre of the Imperial family




