The Korean Cold War

what is left of the dream of Korea’s
reunification?
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27 July 1953: the signing of the armistice ending the Kor
66 years later: no peace treaty formally signed




The two Korean states technically
still at war & separated by 4 km
wide demilitarized zone (DMZ)
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Until the late 1980s, the two states
ignored one another
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[ North Korean territory

Unconditional support from their allies after 1953

South Korean territory
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Economic recovery




Miracle on the Han River, 70 Years Later
Gross National Income {GNI) Per Capita
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Northern Korea: the most
industrialized under Japanese rule

Financial aid and technical assistance
from Socialist states
Quick rebuilding of industrial base
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Widespread corruption in South Korea under Syngman Rhee (1948-1960)




Until 1962: the U.S. financed
nearly 70% of South Korea’s
imports (consumer goods & food)




Military coup (May 1961) — General Park Chung-hee in power



A Supreme Council for
National Reconstruction

Economic development
prioritized over political
freedom

Focus on exports

A cheap and disciplined
workforce
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Anti-Communist nationalism
Permanent threat to South Korea’s security

Military dictatorship




1968 Blue House raid (North Korean commandos’ attempt to assassinate Park Chung-hee)
Proof North Korea determined to destabilize South Korea by force




Park Chung-hee in Washington (November 1961)



Kim ll-sung: the supreme leader of the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
1956: a decisive win over rival factions







A more radical
revolutionary
movement (same as
in China)

The introduction of
the concept of
“national
autonomy” (juche)
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State ideology to include 3 principles: é

1. National sovereignty (chaju)

2. Economic self-sufficiency (charip)
3. Military self-defence (chawi)
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1960 Sino-Soviet split (doctrinal divergences over the implementation
of Communism) — Kim llI-sung: neutrality (greater autonomy)
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Kim ll-sung refused to join the Comecon (organization
aimed facilitating and coordinating the economic
development of the eastern European countries)

Council for Mutual
Economic Assistance
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North Korea joined the non-alighed movement (1961)
Third world anti-colonialism embraced




South Korea: self-
sufficiency (charip)
based on developing

export economy

Strengthening military
capabilities










U.S. unilateral withdrawal of 20 000 troops from South Korea
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1972 North-South Korea Joint Statement: to work towards peaceful reunification without foreign
intervention
A hot line between Seoul & Pyong
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1971 presidential election (South Korea): the near
victory of political opponent Kim Dae-jung

Park Chung-hee’s response: a second military
coup (1972)

A new Constitution: Park president for life (yusin)




South Korean worker (and
workers rights activist) Jeon
Taeil’s suicide (burned himself
to death) to protest inhuman
working conditions

(sweatshops)

Growing opposition to social
exploitation and political
repression (1970s)




1979: the assassination of Park Chung-hee by head of South Korea’s secret police



1980: the slow return to civil liberties
interrupted by another military coup
(Chun Doo-hwan)
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South Korea’s “economic miracle”
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South Korea’s Nordpolitik: efforts to reach out to
North Korea’s traditional allies (Russia & China)

1992: the end of the democratic transition

President Roh Tae-woo
(1988-1993)
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13th World Festival of Youth and Students (1989) in Pyongyang
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A 103 floor hotel in Ryugyong (empty until 2008)




South Korean student activist Lim Su-
kyung meeting Kim Il-sung in 1989

The first South Korean citizen to cross

the 38t parallel since the Korean War

Arrested and imprisoned upon her return
(National security law violated)




North Korea’s economy in disarray — No reforms contemplated

No peaceful coexistence with South Korea — China criticized for its economic reforms







The 1987 destruction of Korean Air Flight 858
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DECLARING DEATH OF SOVIET UNION, RUSSIA
AN112REPUBLICS FORM NEW COMMONWEALTH

-F rantld Moves Came to nght
In Days Before Maxwell Died

By STEVEN PROKESCH
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As the Empnre
Was Crumbling

A:sprcil repers mysterious death an Nov. 5. Robert

about 1o be caught

He had drained hundreds of millons |

of dollars from hus two fHagship public

companies and from rmployee pension

funds in 3 frantic attempt 10 keep his

. heavily mdelted publishing empire
afloar

The audinors of the Maxwell empire

Coopers & _Lybrand Delotte, were o

conduct their next regular audit of the |

pension funds in & couple of months
And Coopers would have quickly dis-
covered the transactions, said a person
very famitmrwith the detars ot
§ special financial examination of the
empire conducted for the banks after
Me. Maxwell's death MHe agreed to

@iscuss the report oaly of his sdentity

was not disclosed
'Basically Geabhing Cash’
The Ceopers team also found evi-
dence that same of the diverted money
went 1o The Dally News tn New York to

cover us losses That raises more |

doubts about the future of the newspa-

per, which Mr. Maxwell acquired m |

March

The maneuvering by Mr Maxwell to |

Robert Maxwell prop up the private companes that

Tintiure the person familiar with the
{Coopers report sald

V —W—estEuropeans | It wasn't & sophisticated fraud like

B CCL" ne sard, referring 1o the scan-

G h k |2l surrounding the Bank of Credit An-!
ather 0. Seeh B it cne o |
was basically grabbeng cash, and Coo-

.
’ pers found if out withan days of godig
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That discovery led the mamn holding
MAASTRICHT, 1the "ﬂhﬂllhﬂi km of the Maxwell empire 1o |

Nor & — In sn stemssnbaca of srmst bos

LONDON, Dex & — At ihe 1ime of bas

Maxwell S¥most certamly knew he was |

controlled his empire “was doomed o |

Byolorussia 5.4%

We. the republic of Byelorussia, the Russian Federation and Ukrawne . . state
that the US.S R, as a subject of international law and geopolitical reality, 1s
ceasing its existence." — Brest declaration. Dec. 8. 1991
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TAKE OVER A-ARNS

Newborn Bureaucracy s
Inheriting Functions
of Old Authority

By SERGE SCHMEMANN
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MOSCOW. Dec & — The leaders of
Musss Ukraine and Byedorussia oe
clared today that the Soviet Unon had
ceaved 10 exis1 a8 proclamed 3 new

Commonweakh of  independent
States” open 1o Al membens of the
tormer umon

In a serwes of statementy issued after
0 twoday meeting 41 & Byelorussian
Eovernment retreat (he leaders of the
three Slavic republics declared void 811
efions 10 creaie a new Wmon on the
rwins of the oic one But they called for
I Creation of new  conrdinating bod
wa for defense. fore@n affars and the
economy that would have thewr soat in
Minsh, the capial of Byelorussa end
decided 1o mauntain the ruble as the
common currency

They declared thist the  norms’ and
activities of the former union ceased as
of the moment of signing, and that the
Htw commonweallh assumed all inter
natwnal ohigatons o the  Sowset
Union, as well as control over 1ty suche
ar arsenal

Gorbachey's Move

The USSR as & subyect of imer
nanonal faw and gropohtcal reahty 1
Ceasing its exssience. Ihe waders de

inted | Text page AN |

The action essentially stnpped Pres
e Mukhadd S Gortaches of hus office
| and authornity . and the ym mediate ques.
non was whether the 1ough and 1ena
Clous Saviet feader would resist — and
i he did, whether the militiry or other
fevers of power would support him

™he three cofounders of Ihe new
commanwealih "= Preudes: Roarsc N

The collapse of the Soviet Union
(1991): the end of Russian aid

1995: a series of climate disasters
(floods and drought) = devastating
famine
(1.5 — 3 million deaths from
starvation — Pop: 22 million)




1991 Agreement on Reconciliation, Non-Aggression, Exchange and Cooperation
North Korea implicitly accepted peaceful coexistence with South Korea
Both North and South Korea joined the UN
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North Korea’s nuclear
ambitions

U.S. military intervention

averted at the last minute by
Jimmy Carter

The Geneva Agreement
(1994): North Korea to stop its
nuclear facilities under
International Atomic Energy
Agency supervision

North Korea's Ballistic Missile Ranges
Dates represent the first successful test
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South Korean president Kim Young-sam: North
Korea not to survive the loss of her founding father
Deterioration North-South relations




Kim Jong-il inherited a country on the brink

Aged infrastructure (lack of investments)

An export sector reduced to practically nothing
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International food aid programme since 1995 (self-sufficiency never resumed) ,,?,m
Widespread chronic malnutrition r
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The introduction of farmers’ markets (Jangmadang) — A majority of North Koreans dependent on

informal economy for survival
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President Kim Dae-jung (1998-2003)

The Sunshine Policy: a lasting cooperation
(economic, cultural & humanitarian) with North
Korea

Kim Dae-jung: the first South Korean president to
visit Pyongyang (2000)







two major inter-Korean economic projects
Tourist facilities of Mount Kumgang

NORTH KOREA

Pyongyang
O

o Mount Kumgang

O Seoul

SOUTH KOREA

Tourism not under international sanctions imposed
over North Korea's nuclear programmes
Key to North Korea's policy of "self-reliant” economic
growth
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| ”They have unbe//evable locatlon surrounded

by sea on two sides, the other side Russia, and

China and over here SK. You just can't do better
than that. And they have magnificent land. It has

tremendous potential” (Donald Trump)
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Kaesong industrial complex (closed in 2016)




George W. Bush in 2002: North
Korea designated as a “rogue
state”

The decline of the “Sunshine
policy”




North Korea’s nuclear tests




President Lee Myung-
bak (2008-2013): future
development of inter-

Korean relations
conditioned to
denuclearization of
peninsula
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The sinking of a South Korean corvette by Y

the North (2010)




A new supreme leader in 2011: Kim Jong-il




2012: the launch of a North Korean satellite
The message: North Korea’s sovereign right to
develop a space programme despite
international sanctions
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President Moon Jae-in (since 2018): the return
of the “Sunshine policy”?

Decades of hope (reunification) — South
Korean public opinion less interested (“North
Korea fatigue”)

South Koreans no longer fearful of “moody”
North Korea — Pride in South Korea’s economic
& political achievements

Question: is Korea’s reunification really
necessary”?




